Using RouteReference
Description

Sometimes, when generating links to a resource, you need to modify the default router's behavior.
Use cases can be:

® Language switch links
® Download links
® Pass a Content item instead of a Location (and use its mai nLocat i onl d)

Solution

The concept of RouteReference has been introduced, which works in the same way of Symfony's
Control | er Ref er ence for sub-requests. A Rout eRef er ence represents a route (to a location
object, a declared route...) with its parameters and can be passed to the Rout er for link
generation.

The advantage of a Rout eRef er ence is that its params can be modified later, and then passed to
the router (e.g. to generate a link to the same location in several different languages).

Furthermore, the Rout eRef er ence generation process can be extended to fit specific needs.

Usage

Twig

Prototype:

ez_route( [routing_resource[, paraneters_hash]] )

® routing_resource can be any valid resource (route name, Location object...). If omitted
(nul 1), the current route will be taken into account.

® par anet er s_hash is a hash with arbitrary key/values. It will be passed to the router in
the end.

Minimal usage is pretty straightforward:

{# Wth a declared route. #}
{% set routeRef = ez_route( "ny_route" ) %

{# Wth a location, given "location" variable is a valid
Locati on object. #}
{% set routeRef = ez_route( location ) %

{# Then pass the routeRef variable to path() to generate

the link #}
<a href="{{ path( routeRef ) }}">M I|ink</a>

Passing parameters and play with the RouteReference:
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{% set routeRef = ez _route( "ny_route", {"sone":
"thing"} ) %

{# You can then add paraneters further on #}
{% do routeRef.set( "foo", ["bar", "baz"] ) %

{# O even nodify the route resource #}
{% do routeRef.setRoute( "another_route" ) %

<a href="{{ path( routeRef ) }}">M I|ink</a>

PHP

You can easily generate links based on a Rout eRef er ence from PHP too, with the Rout eRef er
enceGener at or service:

/1 Assuming we're in a controller

[** @ar

\ eZ\ Publ i sh\ Cor e\ WC\ Synf ony\ Rout i ng\ Gener at or\ Rout eRef e
renceCeneratorlnterface $routeRef Generator */

$rout eRef Generat or = $t hi s->get (
"ezpublish.route_reference. generator' );

$rout eRef = $rout eRef Generat or->generate( 'my_route',
array( 'some' => 'thing' );

$rout eRef ->set( 'foo', array( 'bar', 'baz' ) );

’

$rout eRef - >set Rout e( ' anot her _route' );

$link = $this->generateUrl ( $routeRef );

Extending the RouteReference generation process

When generating the route reference, the Rout eRef er enceGener at or service fires an M/CEven
ts:: ROUTE_REFERENCE_GENERATI ON (ezpublish.routing.reference_generation) event. This

event can be listened to in order to modify the final route reference (adding/changing parameters,
changing the route name...).

All listeners receive a eZ\ Publ i sh\ Cor e\ M\CQ\ Synf ony\ Event \ Rout eRef er enceCGenerati o
nEvent object, which contains the current request object and the route reference.



nanespace Acne\ AcneTest Bundl e\ Event Li st ener;

use
eZ\ Publ i sh\ Cor e\ WC\ Synf ony\ Event \ Rout eRef er enceCGener at i
onEvent;

use eZ\ Publ i sh\ Cor e\ WQ\ Synf ony\ WCEvent s;

use

Synf ony\ Conponent \ Event Di spat cher\ Event Subscri berinterfa
ce;

cl ass MyRout eRef er enceli st ener i npl enents
Event Subscri berl nterface

{

public static function getSubscribedEvents()
{
return array(
MVCEvent s: : ROUTE_REFERENCE_GENERATI ON =>
' onRout eRef er enceGener ati on'
)
}

public function onRouteReferenceGeneration(
Rout eRef er enceGener at i onEvent $event )
{
$rout eRef erence = $event - >get Rout eRef erence() ;
$request = $event - >get Request () ;

/'l Let's say we want to change the route nane if
"some_paraneter" paramis present
if ( $routeReference->has( 'sone_paraneter' )
{
$r out eRef er ence- >set Rout e(
"a_specific_route' );
/1 W renpve "sone_paraneter", as we don't
need it any nore
$rout eRef erence- >renove( 'sone_paraneter' );
/1 W add anot her paraneter, just because
it's fun :-)
$rout eRef erence- >set (' anot her _paraneter',
array( 'paraneters', 'are', 'fun' );
}
}

Service declaration:



# AcneTest Bundl e/ Resour ces/ confi g/ servi ces. yn
par anet ers
acne. ny_route_reference_|listener.cl ass:
Acrre\ AcneTest Bundl e\ Event Li st ener\ MyRout eRef er encelLi st en

er
services:
acne.ny_route_reference_|istener:
class: %acne.ny_route_reference_listener.class%
t ags:
- { nane: kernel.event_subscriber }
Example

A real life implementation example can be the LanguageSwitcher (eZ\ Publ i sh\ Cor e\
MVQ\ Synf ony\ Event Li st ener\ LanguageSwi t chLi st ener).
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