Getting started with the REST API

Installation

No special preparations are necessary to use the REST API. As long as your eZ Platform is
correctly configured, the REST API is available on your site using the URI / api / ezp/ v2/ . If you
have installed eZ Platform in a subfolder, prepend the path with this subfolder: http://example.com/
sub/folder/ezpublish/api/ezp/iv2/.

Please note that the / api / ezp/ v2 prefix will be used in all REST hrefs, but not in URIs.

Configuration

Authentication

As explained in more detail in the authentication page, two authentication methods are currently
supported: session and basic. By default, session authentication is the active mode, it uses a
session cookie. The alternative, basic auth authentication requires a login / password to be sent
using basic HTTP authentication.

To enable basic auth based authentication, you need to edit app/ confi g/ security.ym and
uncomment the configuration block about REST

security.yml
security:
# ...
firewalls:
# ..

ezpublish _rest:
pattern: ~/ api/ezp/v2
ezpubl i sh_http_basic:
realm ez Platform REST API

Testing the API

A standard web browser is not sufficient to fully test the API. You can, however, try opening the
root resource with it, using the session authentication: http://example.com/api/ezp/v2/. Depending
on how your browser understands XML, it will either download the XML file, or open it in the
browser.

To test further, you can use browser extensions, like Advanced REST client for Chrome or RESTCI
ient for Firefox, or dedicated tools. For command line users, HTTPie is a good tool.
JavaScript example

One of the main reasons for this API is to help implement JavaScript / AJAX interaction. You can
see here an example of an AJAX call that retrieves ContentInfo (e.g. metadata) for a Content item:
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REST API with JavaScript

<pre id="rest-output"></pre>

<script>

var resource = '/api/ezp/v2/ content/objects/59
| og = docunent. get El ement Byl d(' rest-output'),
request = new XM_Htt pRequest () ;

| og. i nnerHTML = "Loading the content info from" +

resource + ...,

request.open(' GET', resource, true);
request . onr eadyst at echange = function () {
if ( request.readyState === 4 ) {
| 0og.innerHTML = "HTTP response from" + resource
+ "\n\n" + request.get All ResponseHeaders() + "\n" +
request . responseText;

}
b
request . set Request Header (' Accept ',
"application/vnd. ez.api.Contentlnfo+json');
request.send();
</script>

In order to test it, just save this code to some test.html file in the web folder of your eZ Platform
installation. If you use the rewrite rules, don't forget to allow this file to be served directly.

If necessary, substitute 59 with the Content item ID of an item from your database. You will get the
Contentlnfo for item 59 in JSON encoding.

Note that by default, session authentication is used. This means that the session cookie will be
transparently sent together with the request, and every AJAX call will have the same permissions
as the currently logged in user.

JavaScript REST Client
To ease the use of the eZ Platform REST API, we provide a JavaScript REST Client. Its
basic usage is explained in Using the JavaScript REST API Client.


https://doc.ez.no/display/DEVELOPER/Using+the+JavaScript+REST+API+Client
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